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Dear fellow travelers on our faith journey,
Here is a vision of a parish that values Stewardship:

A Total-Stewardship Parish is Alive!
It is a prayerful, welcoming, Eucharist-centered community with a common vision:

God Is the Source of All.
Its members are committed to furthering the word and work of Christ by

caring for each other, and all of God’s creation.
In gratitude, they joyfully give back a portion

of their God-given gifts of Time, Talent,
Prayer, and Treasure.

We are ‘Growing in Faith Together’ because we have been good stewards of the resources you’ve entrusted to parish 
leaders to oversee this past fiscal year. We are accountable for the gifts you share and we desire to be transparent, that 
is, anyone can “see through” and know how our resources are utilized. If you have any suggestions on how we can 
improve our stewardship of our resources, or how better to explain our use of resources, please contact any one of 
us. We have “Good News” to share!

The “master plan” for our church is much bigger than our buildings’ master plan. Ultimately, Jesus’ Way is our 
Master Plan. Your Parish Council members are the leaders of our church master plan. We continue to emphasize 
parish-wide stewardship and are so grateful to you, our members, for sharing the gifts God has given you. Part of our 
‘Growing in Faith together’ is realizing that God is giving us all the gifts we need to succeed. We have an extremely 
dedicated staff that helps us carry out this vision. Our plans can only become realities if we improve our parishioner 
participation in every ministry of our parish. Participation is how we “return our gifts with increase to the Lord.”

We try our best to follow Jesus. We feel blessed to walk with you in the mission of Jesus Christ. We ask for your 
continued support, prayers, and involvement in our parish ministries. This “Buzz” is a report of our financial stew-
ardship this past year. These financial numbers don’t reflect all of our efforts to pray, lead, serve, educate, be loving 
families, follow, love, and be loved. We are incapable of producing such a report. This is part of our effort to be 
accountable to you, our members of Christ’s Body.

May God’s blessings continue to be abundant for you, your family, and your loved ones!

Fr. Patrick O’Loughlin, Pastor 					     Mike Kuick, Trustee-Treasurer
Bill Ahlstrom, Chair-Finance Committee 				   Cliff Shelton, Chair, Parish Council
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2007 -2008 Fiscal Year in Review
For our fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, we had a very good and challenging year! Even though parishioners, etc. sacrificed and 
gave $177,270 to our Building Fund, our normal financial stewardship envelope and offertory giving totaled $656,462 which 
is $22,596, or 3.6 % more than the prior year. Without the special one-time gift of $32,686, we were 97 % or $20,368 below 
budget. In our operational programs, our revenue was 102 % or $32,675 over budget. Without financial stewardship, program 
revenues including bequests, memorials and the one-time gift, were 108% or $53,044 above budget expectations. Our expenses 
were 103 % or $35,460 above our budgeted targets. On our rental property, we paid off the balance of the mortgage which 
was $81,071 from our reserves. The net surplus of our subsidized operational programs was $9,623 or .7% of budgeted 
expenses. In addition, there was a surplus in our support activity programs of $79,545, $71,941 of which is committed over 
the next 6 months (School Auction funds, Home & School funds, Athletic Association funds, etc.) The balance of the support 
activity programs’ surplus was designated by the Soccer Tournament for the Building Fund and Future Gym and maintenance 
of the Little Brick Church. All of our income and expense relating to our building projects’ funds are segregated and restricted 
in a separate account that you can read on page 6.

We are so grateful for your financial support of our faith community. Please know that your support of the parish, including 
sharing your gifts of treasure from God, is our “life-blood.” In 2007-08, 565 or 57 % of our households gave less than $10 per 
week. Of our 992 Households, 150 or 15 % gave nothing financially. If we are to be a vibrant community, we need everyone’s 
participation in proportion to the gifts God gives us. Our pledging (sharing your intentions to give on an annual basis) allows 
us to be good stewards on a parish-wide basis, helping us make decisions that are wise, prudent, accountable, and spend within 
our means. As members of St. Matthew, our mission, Jesus’ mission, is not to pay bills, but to proclaim and build the Kingdom 
of God here in our Oak Creek area. We do that by worshiping together as a community of faith, serving those in need, meeting 
the needs of our members, providing Christ-centered education for all age groups, and being witnesses and lights, not only to 
ourselves, but to the world. Please be as generous as you can in sharing your time, talents, and treasure.



What’s giving to
the church worth weekly?

A movie for two? Fast food meal? Cable or satellite TV? 
A glass of wine or beer? A pizza? Dinner out? Tank of gas? 
Lunch out? How can you express your gratitude to God for 

the gifts you and your family have been given?

Historical Financial Stewardship 1998 - 2007/2008

2007/2008 Expenses

Financial Stewardship 2007
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2007 
Weekly Financial Stewardship



Stewardship: Looking Ahead
On the right is our revenue and expense pro-
jection for 2008-2009. Below is how we an-
ticipate using our financial stewardship giv-
ing in the envelope and offertory collections 
(subsidy).

Last year, we achieved 97 % of our financial 
stewardship budget excluding the Build-
ing Fund. Our new budget calls for a 0% 
increase over last year’s budget — thus we 
need a 3 % increase in giving to meet our 
budgeted expectations. We also hope to wel-
come many new families to our parish this 
year with your help — that could also have 
a positive impact on our “fiscal bottom line.” 
In Jan./Feb. 2009, our parish will be partici-
pating in the “Faith in Our Future” Archdi-
ocesan campaign, a 3-year capital campaign 
targeting Catholic Education and Lifelong 
faith formation. 

As we work at improving hospitality and wel-
coming, inviting parishioners to identify and 
share their God-given gifts of time and talent, 
and as we invite our friends and neighbors 
to join us, we hope that we can all develop 
some new relationships and thus, build com-
munity. God is blessing us every day — let’s 
remember our prayers and expressions of 
gratitude! The ideal of Stewardship is giving 
to God first  — like offering the first fruits of 
the harvest in biblical times to God in thanks-
giving. May we grow in our commitments to 
be good stewards and disciples of Jesus. May 
we continue to be filled with the Holy Spirit 
and “Grow in Faith together!”
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Total Revenue Budget 2008/2009

Total Expenses Budget 2008/2009

Subsidy Budget 2008/2009

One Dollar of Contribution Provides:
	 39	 Cents for School (K4 - 8)
	 22	 Cents for Prayer & Worship
	 19	 Cents for Pastoral Care/Stewardship/ 
           Administration
	 8	 Cents for Youth Ministry
	 4	 Cents for Child & Family Ministry 
	 4	 Cents for Building & Grounds
	 2	 Cents for Capital Improvements
	 1	 Cent for Social and Adult Ministries
	 1	 Cent for G.I.F.T. (Generations in Faith Together)



Significant Improvements of our Facilities
The list below captures many improvements, but doesn’t include our pastoral care of the sick, infirmed, family challenges, 
and dying, educational, liturgical, and social ministries that are the bedrock of our ministries and our parish community 
of faith, hope, and love united in Christ. The majority of these facility improvements were accomplished because parish-
ioners shared their time & talents, gifts from God shared with our community (stewardship).

**Revenue generated for all or partially outside of normal budgeted operations.

$ 16, 349	 Ceiling Insulation, ceiling tile, and energy efficient lights ($3,481 of energy rebates)
$   3,312	 Electric Stove/oven replaced by used gas stove and energy efficient Cafeteria dishwasher**	
$   8,200	 New Energy Efficient water heater plus new plumbing required—main building
$  17,456	 Parking Lot/entrance blacktop paving including new culvert**
$  18,534	 Technology improvements for school from auction funds**
$    2,744	 Basketball backboards, rims, and baseball backstop** and woodchips for playground**	
$    2,061	 Hymnal Carts,** and Bible & Bible tables for Worship Space,** 	
$    2,020	 Sound enhancers/listening devices for worship space**
$       425	 A drop safe in main building to improve cash handling security
$       520	 New refrigerator for south Wing kitchen**
$    2,423	 New refrigeration upgrade for cafeteria refrigerator
$       647	 Two sump pumps**
$    2,460	 Library software automation**
$    4,900	 New air conditioning/furnace/Water Heater for Rental property**
$    1,300	 Roof repairs to fix leaking roof in main building
$  15,775	 Repair sewer back up damage at rental property**
$    9,800	 Snow removal—bad year! Added mulch & dirt ($680)

Besides Major Donations of Labor and product in all of the above, we acknowledge:
•	 Major investments of time to improved liturgical environments
•	 Electrical upgrades in main building: church/school
•	 Improved landscaping/flower gardening maintenance
•	 Removal of old, incinerator from the main building (original)
•	 Major Technology time & talent support from Technology committee
•	 Major time and talent investments by Building & Ground leaders & workers
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Other Parish Facts
Registered Households: 992			   Baptisms:  39
Financially Contributing Households: 842	 First Communions: 67
New Households joined: 93			   Marriages: 9
Households who left our parish: 41		  Deaths: 31
Children in parish school: 221			  Children in Christian Formation: 341

Generations of Joy Campaign - Phase II Update
$907,942	 Total Pledged
$447,924	 Total Paid since May, 2006 to date
479		  Households participating (48%)
154		  Households donating without a pledge
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Phase I & II Building Report
This is a summary of income & expenses incurred July 1, 2002 through June 30, 2008. This does not in-
clude extensive donated labor or product by parishioners. During the entire period, we received payments 
of $1,647,750 from parishioners, etc. through June, 2008. Phase II Generations of Joy Campaign pledg-
ing and giving for debt retirement on Phase I and savings for the new church and gym, began May, 2007 
and will continue through April, 2011. As of June, 2008, the debt we owe on Phase I is $265,982.


