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Police Chief, Parishioner Thomas Bauer Retires

On July 4, 2010, Oak Creek Police Chief
and long-time St. Matthew parishioner
Thomas Bauer retired from the force. After
a nearly 33-year career at OCPD, Bauer left
the only employer he has even known in
his adult life. A lifelong Oak Creek resident
and St. Matthew graduate, Bauer joined
the Oak Creek Police Department at the
age of just 21. Bauer worked his way up the
police ranks until being chosen as Chief in
1997. While Chief Bauer always had a lot
on his plate administering the ever-growing

department, he never forgot his connection

to St. Matthew and has always been will-
ing to give back to the Parish and to the
students at St. Matthew School. In just the
last year, Bauer made several appearances at
the school answering questions from stu-
dents about his job, his days roaming the
same halls that they do now, and explain-
ing what things were like around the school
in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s. Chief
Bauer recently participated in a campaign
that featured “local celebrities” reading to
students at St. Matthew School, as well as a

campaign to collect teddy bears that

will be distributed by the Oak Creek Po-
lice Department to local children in need.
Chief Bauer and his wife, Connie, were
also significantly involved with our Phase
I Fulfilling Our Vision Capital Campaign
and Building Project. To recognize Bauer’s
connection and dedication to St. Matthew,
Father Pat O’Laughlin attended and spoke
at the Chief’s retirement party which was
held on Friday, July 9th in Milwaukee.
While he’s not exactly sure of his future
plans, Chief Bauer believes they will in-

volve homeland security.

— Robert Tabern



