News about St. Matthew Parish & School in Oak Creek, Wisconsin

Dr. Eric Boos, Grad 96, had
been waiting to hear from an old
teacher when the tattered post-
card showed up with the unex-
pected postmark of Tanzania.
Eric had to get out a map to lo-
cate the Eastern African nation.

His teacher had written simply
two lines: “We’re here. Why
aren’t you?”

“Count me in,” Eric wrote back.

And so started a commitment

that has taken him and his wife,
Dr. Karene Boos, PT ’95, and
their children to Tanzania count-
less times during the past 15

years.

Their efforts helped create a $25
million Catholic college, a pri-
mary school, a metal fabrication
shop for manufacturing equip-
ment for children with disabili-
ties and several women’s co-ops.
They support two orphanages,
an AIDS clinic and a physical
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therapy clinic, transforming the
quality of life for hundreds of

Tanzanians.

In January, Karene will bring
three Marquette grads to assist
at the PT clinic; Eric is working
with another Marquette alumnus
to create a nationwide Catho-
lic radio network and write the
country’s  telecommunications

law.

They are maverick missionaries,
paying their own way, begging




for benefactors, working without
the official backing of the church
or any other nonprofit organiza-
tion.

It hasn’t been easy. They taught
themselves Swahili. They drained
their savings accounts again and
again. Karene battled malaria 10
times; Eric had it four times, and
once it nearly killed him.

“It’s been a labor of love for 15
years,” Eric says. “It’s been lots
of struggles, lots of frequent flier
miles, lots of times when Karene
and I would sit down and say,
‘Maybe we should just be done
with this.”

But then another project captures
their imagination, and they find
themselves back in Tanzania. “I
don’t want to be a passive Chris-
tian,” Karene says. “I want to
do something. Some people say,
‘Bloom where you're planted.
There are tons of things you can
do in your own little communi-
ty.” But that’s not our charism.”

Faith is their bedrock. Eric spent
11 years studying to be a priest
before leaving to study philoso-
phy at Marquette. Karene, who
was moved to tears by services at
Church of the Gesu, converted
to Catholicism during college.
They both felt a call to Catholic
social justice that was nurtured at

Marquette.
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They moved to Tanzania four
days after their wedding in 1995.
They settled in Morogoro, at the
base of the Uluguru Mountains,
to help develop the Salvatorian
Institute, a college for Catholic
seminarians.

When they arrived, the college
had just three classrooms and
68 students. Eric began writing
the curriculum, while Karene
taught English and other classes
and served as the local physical
therapist. They started an inter-
collegiate sports program (helped
by a generous donation of equip-
ment from Mike Deane, then
head coach of the Marquette
men’s basketball team), a student
publication, the student govern-
ment and a library that soon en-
compassed 80,000 volumes. The
couple left Tanzania after a year,
when Eric’s student loans came
due. But they were hooked.

When Eric and Karene first saw
Mgolole Orphanage, only two
nuns were serving 40 kids. “The
conditions were abysmal,” Eric
says. “It was an old building that
had been abandoned by the gov-
ernment so it was in a bad state
of disrepair. God bless the sisters,
because they were doing the best
they could, but those kids were
languishing.”

Eric and Karene persuaded col-
leagues at the Salvatorian Insti-

tute to “adopt” the orphanage,
then went to work raising funds
for improvements. They bought
chickens and pigs and put in a
garden. But they knew a new wa-
ter system was key. They tapped
the technical expertise of Brother
Albin Laga, S.D.S., a Marquette
alum who worked at the insti-
tute. Brother Albin installed a
bathtub, shower and solar panels.
When they turned on the show-
ers for the first time, the African

nuns cried.

“For the first time, the orphan-
age had complete running wa-
ter,” Eric says. “Imagine your
regular work day with 40 or-
phans, and half of them at any
time have parasites, amoeba,
dysentery. The main chore every
day was just keeping up with the
laundry, the sheets, the diapers,
the clothes.” Less laundry meant
more time for other things; bet-
ter water meant improved health
and quality of life.

“What we build is not going to
last forever, but the spirit with
which we build it will,” Brother
Albin said at the time. “We are
here to spread hope ... and hope
can have no object other than life

in God.”

Working with the orphanage, it
was difficult to ignore the plight
of children with disabilities. Po-

lio is commonplace in Tanza-
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